Have you put off the old man of
sin, & put on the new man
created in the image of Jesus
Christ?

Paul’s letters from Rome,
house arrest, Acts 28:30-31
Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, Philemon
Acts 27 -- 28

Paul’s journey to
& imprisonment
in Rome

Likely Problems Addressed in Colossians
growing out of early Gnostic teachings:
1. Mixture of Jewish mysticism, legalism, early
Gnosticism, & Greek philosophy (ch. 2:8-15).
2. Observance of Jewish rules about food, the sabbath,
special festivals, asceticism, would guarantee
salvation (ch. 2:16-23).
3. Mysticism claiming Christ was a higher being, but
not God (ch. 2:1-4, 20-23).
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Gnosticism: From “gnosis” – knowledge.
1.

Special knowledge needed to break away from physical
realm and into the spiritual realm; salvation only comes by
special knowledge. Therefore “knowledge” (theirs) replaced
faith (the gospel).  Col. 2:1-3

2.

Matter was inherently evil. God did not create the world,
but an angel or secondary god. Jesus Christ did not come in
a physical body. If he actually dwelled in a physical body,
he was not God, denying His deity!  Col. 1:15-17; 2:9

3.

If Jesus were God, He only came as an apparition, therefore
Gnosticism denied His humanity.  Col. 1:20

4. Morality affected in 1 of 2 ways, both wrong. 1) Since body
is evil & spirit good, nothing done by the body could harm
the spirit; 2) Asceticism – since body is evil, deny it every
pleasure and thus elevate the spirit.  Col. 2:20 – 4:6
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Colossians 3 teaches:
 What we do in the body does affect our
spirit, our relation with Christ (3:18--4:6).
 Our mental & physical activities should
reflect what has happened to us spiritually
(3:1-4).

 “The old man” (3:9) as well as “the new
man” (“image,” eikon, likeness, 3:10) are
identifiable.
 The transition from the “old” to the “new”
occurs as we mold our lives into the
“image” of Christ (3:10).

How is this done?

Colossians 3:5-9
Old
Man

Fornication – illicit sexual relations
Uncleanness – impurity, often descriptive of homosexual
practices
Passion – inordinate affection, lusts
Evil Desire – licentious passions
Covetousness – great affection belonging only to God
Anger – feeling of intense hostility, displeasure
Wrath – violent resentful anger, rage, fury
Malice – desire to harm others, see other suffer
Blasphemy – railing, speak against, revile, slander
Filthy Language – shameful, low, obscene speech
--See also “coarse joking” (Eph. 5:4) “from eutrapelo (eu,
trepo, to turn) nimbleness of wit, quickness in making repartee
(so in Plato and Plutarch), but in low sense as here ribaldry,
scurrility, only here in N.T.” (Robertson)

Lying – intent to deceive
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Life of Jesus
 Actions
 Words
 Attitudes

Old
Man

Colossians 3:12-15

Life of Jesus
 Actions
 Words
 Attitudes

Holy – set apart, from world & to God;
sanctify
Compassion – moved by one’s distresses
Kind – gracious, serviceable,helpful,
sympathetic nature
Humble – “low-lying,” spirit of
submission, not proud or assertive
Meek – mild, gentle, docile, opp. of selfassertiveness
Longsuffering – “long temper,” selfrestraint,
Fornication, Uncleanness, Passion,
Evil Desire, Covetousness, Anger, Forbearing –to hold up or back ,
Wrath, Malice, Blasphemy, Filthy Forgiving – send away, let loose from,
Language, Lying, etc.
Love – active good will
Peaceful – seeking harmony
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Life of Jesus
Actions
Words
Attitudes

Holy & Beloved, Heart of
Compassion, Kind, Humble, Meek,
Longsuffering, Forbearing One
Another, Forgiving, Love, Peaceful,
Christ’s word dwelling, Right
Behavior in all relationships…
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New
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Old man dies to sin, is
buried with Christ in
baptism, & raised with
Him (2:12; Rom. 6:3ff).
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Old man dies to sin, is
buried with Christ in
The “new man” continues
baptism, & raised with throughout life to seek things
Him (2:12; Rom. 6:3ff). above, growing in his

character to be like Jesus, that
he might live eternally with
the Lord (2 Pet. 1:3-4; Rom.
8:28-30).

Many religious people say that going to heaven
depends on “having a relationship with Jesus
Christ and not about keeping rules.”
Definition of relationship [a word not in the Bible]
1 : the state of being related or interrelated: One
studied the relationship between the variables.
2 : the relation connecting or binding participants in a
relationship: such as
a : KINSHIP
b : a specific instance or type of kinship
3 a : a state of affairs existing between those having
relations or dealings: One had a good
relationship with his family.
b : a romantic or passionate attachment. ???

Which of the above is meant?

Many religious people say that going to heaven
depends on “having a relationship with Jesus
Christ and not about keeping rules.”
Answer:
1. It is not an either/or, either you have a
“relationship with Jesus Christ,” or you keep
rules and have no love for Him.
2. It is both!
1) We are “born again,” when we obey the gospel
& become children of God by “adoption.”
2) We honor, praise, & adore Him Who loved us
enough to die for us, and grow to be like Him
in character as much as possible! [Col. 3]

Have you died to sin, been buried with Christ in
baptism, and raised to walk with Him in
newness of life as a new person?

Have you died to sin, been buried with Christ in
baptism, and raised to walk with Him in
newness of life as a new person?

Are you seeking things above, where Christ is,
striving to be like Jesus in every way, longing
to be with Him in heaven?

